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ditors: Window, 
by Ron Williams 


pause to give tribute and respect to our 

mothers and fathers. Whether it be in loving 
memory, orinsome act of love, we stop to thank God for 
giving us “Mom” and “Dad.” 


D uring the months of May and June, each of us 


Recently, two very special members of our 
Foursquare family passed into the presence of the Lord, 
Rev. Vinita Nicholls and Dr. Howard Clark. 


In addition to being a mother to her three children, 
Jeannette, Merrillyn and Glenn, Vinita Nicholls was 
“MOM” to hundreds of us as she faithfully served with 
her husband, Merrill, in pastorates throughout Colorado 
and California; as Supervisors of the Great Lakes 
District (1959-74); and finally, from 1974-81 at 
Headquarters where Dr. Nicholls was the General 
Supervisor, International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel. Following her husband’s death in 1981, she 
moved to Illinois until her passing on March 3, 1986. 


At her memorial service, Dr. Howard P. Courtney, 
Sr., shared all our feelings when he proclaimed, “May 
God be gloriously praised for uniquely blessing our 
Foursquare family with the ‘gift’ of Brother and Sister 
Nicholls!” 


Dr. Howard Clark, with his loving wife, Ella, pastored 
the Cleveland, OH church from 1941-1960. Following a 
year of ministry in Amherst, OH, the Clarks were asked 
to fill the responsibility as Eastern District Supervisors. 
They served in that capacity until their retirement in 
1981. They later ministered on staff at Angelus Temple 
and most recently, have been living in Santa Maria, CA 
assisting in the Foursquare church there. Bro. Clark 
passed away on March 7, 1986. 
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Rev. Vinita Nicholls Dr. Howard Clark 


Howard Clark was indeed a “spiritual father” to his 
three daughters, Johanne, Joyce and Aimee and to the 
Kingdom of God at large. During his memorial service, as 
many paid tribute to him, the word used over and over 
was “excellence” which characterized this man’s faith 
and ministry. Prophetic preaching, powerful praying and 
gifts of healings followed his life. But most significant, no 
matter how busy he was, he always had time to stop and 
give personal, tender-loving concern to his “flock.” 


The Apostle Paul, writing his first letter to the 
Corinthian church (4:15) alluded to the fact that while 
they had a multitude of teachers or counsellors, they had 
few “fathers.” Being a FATHER (or MOTHER) IN THE 
FAITH talks of relationship, mutual service, sharing of 
experience to the shaping of character, immersing 
oneself into the lives of the children, confronting needs of 
the “kids” with hope, and releasing them to live, yet 
seeing them as one’s “Crown of Rejoicing.” In the lives of 
Vinita Nicholls and Howard Clark, we have seen such 
models. May their lives speak clearly to each of us, 
“Follow my example, and do as! have done.” (I Cor 4:16 
paraphrased) 
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Editor's Note: We are grateful to Aleta Phelps for 
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by Mrs. Harriet Mourer 


“Oh, what a beautiful morning, 
Oh, what a beautiful day, 
I've got a beautiful feeling, 
Everything’s going MY WAY.” 


s a teenager, I loved to sing 

that Rodgers and Hammerstein 

tune. What could possibly be 
better than everything going my way? And 
now, years later, I find myself almost 
unconsciously at times humming things 
like, “Have it your way, have it your way.” 
The repetition of that little jingle has found 
its way into my brain — you see, I can sing 
that without even thinking of a hamburger! 
That’s because the philosophy comes 
through more than the ketchup, pickles, 
and onions. Uh, oh, here comes another 
tune...“Lord, show me what it means to 
have a humble heart...what it means to 
give my life away.” Now, I do have a 
dilemma. 


Preludes Or Fugues? 


Two concepts, two origins. Twentieth 
century philosophy tells me to basically get 
my own way; twentieth century Christi- 
anity teaches the same concept as in the 
first century, “Submit to one another out 
of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21 
NIV) Nineteen years ago, Bill andI madea 
decision to honor Jesus Christ in our 
marriage. We have been learning that a 
submissive spirit is a harmonizing spirit, 
where loving communication exists. Not 
that we’ve had nineteen years of Bach 
“Preludes and Fugues,” for many times 
there have been the clashing chords and 
unresolved 7ths! 

One strident tone that has hindered our 
communication has been the assumption 
that “my opinion is the best opinion.” That 
assumption has often closed the door to 
meaningful interaction, while opening 
another door to pride and anger. “A fool 
finds no pleasure in understanding, but 
delights in airing his own opinions.” 
(Proverbs 18:2 NIV) In the heat of a 
debate, it has seemed so important that 
my own judgment come off looking sound, 
solid, and yes, even spiritual — only to find 
later a deep regret for unwisely-spoken 
words and for my depressed state that 
caused me to eat an enormous bow! of 
butter pecan ice cream! Neither Bill nor I 
enjoy that sequence of events. The only 
good part is the “coda” of forgiveness and 
restoration. 

Much of any couple’s communication is 


factual. “Fran came through surgery just 
fine.” “Stephanie needs help with her 
science project.” “How much do we still 
owe on the orthodontist’s bill?” There is 
always information that needs to be 
passed along. We’ve found that “factual” 
communication, although necessary, 
often becomes “fractured” communi- 
cation. Sooner or later it breaks down too, 
and doesn’t meet that inner need to really 
share and communicate. 


In The Right Key? 


It is easy for a couple to clash and have 
differing opinions, for we generally marry 
someone with a temperament opposite of 
our own. I need my husband’s practical 
perspective to balance my spontaneous 
and impetuous patterns. Tim LaHaye’s 
book SPIRIT-FILLED TEMPERAMENT 
has been an extremely helpful tool in our 
marriage. We understand each other’s 
basic motivation now and realize that we 
are not competing with each other, but 
complementing each other, giving both 
freedom to be ourselves. Jesus has set us 
free, so let’s be husbands and wives who 
bring His freedom, not our own selfish 
expectations, to our spouses. 


We have recently been studying YOUR 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS CAN HELP YOUR 
CHURCH GROW by C. Peter Wagner 
and have taken the “Modified Houts 
Questionnaire,’ a starting place in 
discovering spiritual gifts. Those two 
sources have provided further appreci- 
ation for the gifts the Lord has placed in 
each of us. Though we both have fallen 
into the “greener grass” and “comparing” 
traps Satan sets up, our total acceptance 
of each other has been crucial to a 
harmonizing spirit. When we accept each 
other, we hear our hearts, not just words. 


We both find that our special time with 
the Lord is our greatest preparation for 
authentic communication with each other. 
One of those special ways Bill cares for me 
is to speak the Lord’s Life to rule over my 
day and my schedule before he leaves in 
the morning. This special attention from 
him prepares my heart for later times of 
conversation. 


In Stereo? 


Attending marriage and family retreats 
have been valuable to our growth as a 
couple, an investment in each other, anda 
benefit to our children. And there are the 
wonderful spur of the moment “Let’s get 
an ice cream cone” times that brings back 
that young dating feeling! At one family 
conference which we attended nearly 10 
years ago, an idea was shared that we’ve 
adopted. Just prior to going to sleep at 
night, one of us leads in a time of thanks- 
giving to the Lord. It’s brief, not a time for 
heavy intercession, but it seems to sum up 
the day. One evening Bill shared this in his 
thanks, “Thank you, Lord, for my time to 
share with Mary Ellen and hear what 
you're doing in her life. Thank you for 
healing Dan’s back and the evidence of 
that today. Thank you for the blessing of a 
new sofa and for the neat time Billy and I 
had teaching Fancy (our English Springer 
Spaniel) some tricks. Thank you for our 
church family and for Sarah....Billy..... 
Stephanie....... snooze!’ Gratitude 
prepares our hearts for a peaceful rest. 


There is acommunication of love that’s 
nonverbal...making a sour cream raisin pie 
when it’s not Christmas, hanging balloons 
and a “Welcome Home’ sign on the front 
door, a long hug, choosing the worn, 
frayed towel and leaving the new plush one 
for his shower...you know what I mean! 

Harmonizing together...clashing, yet 
resolving...minor modes that say “listen to 
me too’”’...all major scales to be climbed. 
There are “andante” seasons to pause and 
reflect upon; “allegro,” fast-paced times to 
laugh with and enjoy. Jesus, you are my 
song! You are my melody! My prayerful 
desire is to no longer sing “I did it my way” 
but rather, “Have thine own way, Lord, 
Have thine own way.” 


Harriet Mouer 
serves with her 
husband, Bill, as 
Pastors of the Amherst, 
OH Foursquare 
Church. 


QOurFamilies—A Divinedrust 


n his book, THE PROBLEM 

WITH WINESKINS, Howard 

Snyder concluded: 
Marriage and family...are the basic 
personality-forming institutions God 
has given us and they must function 
hand in hand with the church. In a 
sense, the Christian home IS one of the 
structures of the church. A great need 
today is to re-think the family on the 
basis of the biblical understanding of 
the Body of Christ. 


God’s Nature Revealed In 
Marriage and The Family. 


In creation, the family obviously 
precedes the state and even Israel and the 
“Church.” It was the divinely designated 
core of God’s revealing His covenant love 
to man. Man was identified as God’s 
representative on the earth to extend His 
rule in creation and was designed to fill the 
earth with the knowledge and glory of 
God. But Adam could not do this alone. It 
was not good for Adam to be alone — not 
good for him and not good for God! Why? 
Because the inner nature of God is 
necessarily seen in the manifestation of 
united life (union-life). God’s covenant 
love is love for “the other,” not the self. 
Therefore, humanity as a human model of 
God exists essentially in “otherness” — 
male and female — with the express 
possibility and command to become “one 
flesh.” Genesis 5:1-2 is explicit: When 
God created man, He made him in the 
likeness of God, He created them male 
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and female; at the time they were created, 
God blessed them and called them “man.” 


Humanity is made up of a union-life of 
male and female. As individuals we are all 
dependent and incomplete. Taken alone, 
Adam could not have displayed the full 
truth about God’s glory. The biblical 
revelation God has made of Himself is not 
strict monotheism, but trinitarian. Godisa 
tri-personal being who has constituted 
Himself as a Father, a Son and a Holy 
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Spirit. He is one in the sense of “unity,” nof 
like a numerical “1.” He is not a center of 
consciousness, but a “community o 
persons.” Union-life constitutes the cor 
of God's being. 


God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity: 


We can see then why marriage ane 
family is given the priority in creation. A 
two “different” persons, Adam and Ev 
could become “one flesh” and show th 


rst of creation the fruit of their loving 
aion and reflect the “divine family.” In this 
ay, God made known His “image and 
‘xeness” and exercised His reign in the 
barth. 

I say all this to emphasize the biblical 
vaim that God has grounded the highest 
*velation of Himself in people and in daily 
‘e! Marriage and family and loving 
2rsonal relationships are not something 
ae church does on the side so we can all 
2alittle happier personally here on earth. 
| is basic and fundamental to the meaning 
‘the Kingdom of God. 


yod’s Abounding Love 
yor The Generations. 


Do you remember when Moses asked 

») see the glory of the Lord? A highlight of 
MId Testament revelation is found in 
!od’s response found in Exodus 34:6-7. 

yhe Lord let Moses review His goodness 
\y declaring seven things about His name. 
ike the seven-branched candlestick, the 

ght of God’s nature shines forth in mercy, 
‘“aciousness, patience, steadfast love, 
ithfulness, forgiveness and justice. The 

iiddle member, #4, “steadfast love” 

ands out. It is the central feature, 

alanced on both sides by three qualities. 

the change of language stresses its 
rominence, for God “abounds” in 

veadfast or covenant love. He has all the 
ichers, but He IS this. He not only 
younds in steadfast love, but maintains it 

|) forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin. 


When applied in its generational context, 
' applies to a family situation. God 
»ithfully keeps His covenant-love for 
-ousands of generations of those who 
ve Him, but jealously visits iniquity to the 
ird and fourth generation of those who 
}ite Him. Have you noticed that even the 
‘cond and third of the ten command- 
nts are sliced by this same claim? 
Suilding the Generations” is embedded in 
‘e very heart of the Bible; it is central to 
e way God reveals His name. 
‘he Family As The Channel 
” God’s Love 
According to Genesis 12:1-3, Abraham 
id his seed were the appointed channels 
God’s blessings. Ultimately, this come 
y»wn to Jesus Christ, Gal 3:16. The 
storical venue where this gracious action 
§0d’s blessing) goes on is with the family 
snerations. God made this clear in Gen. 
319: 
For I have chosen him, so that he will 
direct his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the LORD 
by doing what is right and just, so that 
the LORD will bring about for 
Abraham what He has promised him. 


The family circle was the center of 
raelite worship. There was a “lamb for 


each family, one for each household.” 
(Exodus 12:3) Throughout the ages, Israel 
has irrepressibly recited the SHEMA, 
“Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord.” (Deut. 6:4) This is set in a 
generational context of loving thoughts 
and deeds. The next verse contains the 
great commandment summarized by 
Jesus as the essence of all the law and the 
prophets, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.” (Deut. 
6:5) Then, the application to children is 
given in daily, down-to-earth terms (vv. 
6,7): 
These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them (shanan, put your teeth 
into it!) on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. 


Here we have the biblical basis for 
teaching children how to live in the love of 
God — the core of Christian education. 
Christian education is transmitting the 
love of God from the heart of the parent to 
the heart of the child in daily living. No 
substitutes can be found for this formula. 
All other educational support systems 
have a secondary role. 


Redemptive Promises Go 
With the Generations. 


When Paul shouted the plan of 
salvation to the trembling Philippian jailer, 
he spared him of suicide, but he also added 
a truth that has rescued millions of 
households, “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
and you will be saved — you and your 
household.” (Acts 16:31) Redemptive 
promises go with the generations. | 
Corinthians chapter 7 is an important 
document dealing with the relationship 
between the secular sphere, the temporal 
order and the Christian life, especially in 
family matters. Verse 14 says that a single 
believer in a marriage or family setting 
sanctifies everyone in relationship to him 
or her. Regardless of the debatable limits 
to this, the principle is patent, redemption 
goes with the generations. 


Family Dynamics Make Up 
The Life Of The Body Of 
Christ. 


It is hardly a coincidence that the first 
foundation stone Jesus laid in the Church 
was two sets of brothers: Peter and 
Andrew, James and John. (Mark 1:16-19) 
Family dynamics control the inner life of 
the Body of Christ. When Paul wrote his 
young “son” Timothy about how to 
behave in the household ‘of God which is 
the Church of the living God, he said: 

Exhort an older man as if he were your 

father. Treat younger men as your 

brothers, older women as your 
mothers, and younger women as 
sisters, with absolute purity.” (I Tim. 

5:1-2) 


When we call each other brother and 
sister it is not a throw back to Puritan days. 
It is more than a quaint Quaker practice 
—it is biblical! The early Christians 
preferred calling each other by first names 
as families do. To this day we still call the 
apostles in that family way. In one of his 
lectures on “The Church As Brothers,” 
Sam Middlebrook, professor at L.I.F.E. 
Bible College answers an important 
question: 

How could Jesus protect His disciples 
from the institutional forms of the 

Pharisees? His word to His followers 

was simple:”You are all brothers.” 


Spiritual and ministry gifts are essential 
ingredients in the life of the Church. 
Unfortunately, we relegate these gifts all 
too readily to only public areas. Elders and 
Deacons are a vital part of church 

Continued on page 10 


Don Pickerill is 
Pastor of Christian 
Assembly Foursquare 
Ghuren in Los 
Angeles, CA and for 
many years served as 
instructor at L.I.F.E. 
Bible College. 


ADVANCE 5 


ODT ATT ae 
by General William Booth 
Edited and paraphrased by Martin 
Bennett 


here are certain things that 

parents must do — indeed, 

that ONLY parents can do 
—if their children are to become true 
servants of God. | don‘t want to hide the 
fact that what I’m setting before you 
will not be gained without consider- 
able difficulty, carefulness, and work. 
However, nothing truly good or great is 
ever accomplished without trouble. | 
am certain that for every intense hour 
and patient effort this work demands, 
parents will be abundantly repaid if 
they succeed. 


THINGS PARENTS 
SHOULD DO 


First, there are some things that must 
be done if you want to reach the great 
goal in the training of children — for 
them to love and serve God with a pure 
heart. 


YOU MUST KEEP YOUR GOAL 

o CONSTANTLY BEFORE YOUR 
MIND. Look it in the face and firmly 
determine to accomplish it. Don’t let 
the seductive charms of the world or 
the temptations of the devil or the 
promptings of ease and pleasure turn 
you aside. Oh, fathers and mothers, you 
MUST make up your mind fo do or die! 


YOU MUST BELIEVE IN THE 

o POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. 
What you desire has been done with 
glorious results, and what parents have 
done before, parents can do again. 
Don’t be deterred by the failures of 
others, though such failures are sadly 
too numerous. Say to yourselves in the 
face of breakdowns, “Just because the 
children of some professing Christians 
haven't turned out well — even if some 
have gone bad altogether — that’s no 
reason why ours should be lost. God 
has said, ‘Train up a child in the way he 
should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.’ (Proverbs 22:6) We 


“Copyright: 1985 Last Days Ministries, Box 
40, Lindale, Texas 75771-0040 All Rights 
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William Booth (1829-1912) founded The 
Salvation Army with his wife Catherine in 1865 
in their home country of England. This article 
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address and ask for LD#77. If you would like a 
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believe Him, and we are going to do 
the training as well as we can, and trust 
Him to see to its success.” Have faith in 
God and He will come fo your 
assistance. 


BE A HOLY EXAMPLE. Create 
eh and confirm in the hearts of your 
cnildren the assurance that you your- 
self are what you want them to be- 
come. Practice daily the same un- 
selfish love and righteousness you ask 
from them. Without this, you will never 
accomplish the goals you have set 
your heart on. 


TEACH YOUR CHILDREN 

o WHAT REAL CHRISTIANITY 
IS. Make them understand it. Make 
them admire if. Explain it as soon as 
they can take it in. Base your teaching 
on the principles and examples in the 
Bible, especially in the life and death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the examples 
of His disciples, but don’t limit it to them. 


HELP YOUR CHILDREN 
o UNDERSTAND THAT EVERY- 
THING YOU ASK FROM THEM IS 
RIGHT AND REASONABLE. Appeal! 
to their judgment and conscience 
rather than to their feelings, although 
you must not neglect their hearts. It is 
important for them to understand you. 
Come down to the level of their 
capacity and intelligence. 


6 YOU MUST MAKE FOLLOW- 
o ING CHRIST A PART OF YOUR 
EVERYDAY LIFE. Your children must 
feel that you are as religious at home as 
in meetings, on Mondays as on 


Sundays, in your work as on your knees. 
Without always talking at them about 
it, your faith in God should be the 
atmosphere of the house, so in that 
atmosphere they can “live and move 
and have their being.” (Acts 17:28) 


YOU NEED TO AIM AT A 
o DISTINCT EXPERIENCE OF 
CONVERSION IN YOUR 
CHILDREN. A line divides the 
righteous from the wicked. God's own 
fingers have drawn that line. There is a 
moment when human beings, adults 
or children, cease to be the servants of 
the devil, and become the servants of 
God. That line and moment may be 
approached so gradually as to be 
crossed almost without notice. But with 
all who become the children of God, 
that moment does arrive and that line 
is crossed, and then they pass from 
darkness fo light, from death to life. In 
other words, they are saved. 


You must aim at that distinct ex- 
perience for your children. You must 
explain to them its nature and 
necessity as soon as they can under- 
stand. Pray for it in your own bedroom, 
and hand-in-hand with them also. 
Lead them to expect their own con- 
version, either at the meetings or at 
home. By and by you will have the joy of 
knowing the great change has 
actually taken place, and of hearing 
them testify to the fact: a joy which is 
nearer to the joys of the angels than 
any other that can come to a father’s 
or mother's heart. 


8 YOU MUST MAKE YOUR 
~S)o CHILDREN KIND. Don’t allow 
sruelty of any sort in them. The lack of 
thought and sympathy for others, 
vhich is so painfully visible in the vast 
majority of people, is nothing more 
‘han a result of their early training in this 
area. 

They were practically encouraged — 
“hat is, they weren't corrected — in little 
micts of unkindness as toddlers. They 
dINched the kitten, frightened the bird, 
Por threw down their toys for some tired 
mother or weary servant to pick up. By 
and by they pulled the legs off of 
piders, threw rocks at dogs, and went 
nto fits of pleasure in chasing some 
oor creature found wounded on their 
vay from school. From that it was only a 
ttep to sneering at the beggar who 
asked for a piece of bread, or mocking 
he poor and the crippled. 

And now, they are all around us in 
wheir thousands, never having a 
hought of kindness or a desire to doa 
tind thing that costs them any trouble 
mr self-denial. Set your face against 
wuch things, and against the spirit that 
makes them possible. 


f DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN 
Wo TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH 
OF YOUR CHILDREN. Their diet and 
»xercise will affect them in adulthood. 


ll DO ALL YOU CAN FOR 
o THE MINDS OF YOUR 
|SHILDREN. You want to make them 
vise and thoughtful. However poor 
find humble you may be, a simple 
) ducation is within your reach. See that 
our children get it, and be sure to take 
terest yourself in what they learn. 


lel STRIVE TO MAKE YOUR 
o CHILDREN GOOD WORK- 
IRS. Give them a chance to con- 
ibute work around the house, in the 
arden, or in the workshop — some- 
ing apart from their studies. Never let 
vem be unoccupied. Keep them work- 
1g or playing all through their wakeful 
ours. Idle hands are the devil's fools. 


[2 RELY ON THE HOLY 
MOL Inits | OSBEESS ALLE 
‘OUR EFFORTS. You can depend 
1 the promises in Scriptures that He 
ill rejoice to help you. 


|3 INSIST ON OBEDIENCE TO 
, o ALL YOU ASK. You must have 
‘iis Obedience or all your other efforts 
Hill be thrown away. It’s impossible to 
verestimate its importance. Forming 
ne habit of ready and willing sub- 
iission to your will prepares them in 
arming the habit of obedience to 
od, which is more important than 
rything else. 


Settle it, therefore, from the first vision 
‘your infant child, from the first kiss you 
Apress upon its little cheek, that, 
*efore all else, you will create in this 


young soul the habit of obedience. 
How do we do this? 


BEGIN EARLY. “Unless you get 

o the dye into the wool, it will be 
hard work to get it into the cloth.” It’s 
astonishing how soon the infant in its 
mother’s arms can be taught that it 
must do her will, and not its own. 


DON’T GIVE TOO MANY 
o COMMANDS. But take the 
trouble to make sure they obey your 
commands, or fhe commands you 
permit others fo give on your behalf. 
How often parents tell their children to 
do this or that, without even waiting to 
see, or apparently caring, whether their 
wishes are carried out! This inevitably 
leads children to think it doesn't matter 
whether they obey at all. 


BE CAREFUL THAT EVERY 
o COMMAND GIVEN IS WITHIN 
YOUR CHILD’S ABILITY TO 
CARRY OUT. It’s cruel to ask children 
to do what is beyond their power, and 
yet, I'm afraid many parents are 
thoughtlessly addicted to the practice. 
They would never dream of requiring 
their children to carry a huge suitcase 
they couldn't liff, orread in a language 
they hadn't learned — but they will re- 
quire a little child to sit motionless and 
silent for an hour; or forbid if crying 
when it has pain; or insist upon its going 
to sleep when it is excited — require- 
ments far beyond its ability, if not 
actually impossible. Be tender and 
considerate in the commands you give 
your children. 


BE CAREFUL THAT YOUR 

o ORDERS ARE GOOD AND 

LAWFUL; OTHERWISE, HOW CAN 
YOU INSIST THEY OBEY YOU? 


BE CAREFUL THAT YOUR 
o COMMANDS ARE UNDER- 
STOOD. Some people talk quickly, 
others don't take the time to explain 
their wishes. This is especially important 
when you ask your children to do some- 
thing out of the ordinary. In those cases 
it's wise to ask “Do you understand 
me?” particularly if your child shows 
any hesitancy in obeying you. 


6 BE SURE TO SHOW YOUR 
o CHILD, IN A WAY THEY CAN 
UNDERSTAND, YOUR STRONG 
DISAPPROVAL OF ALL DIS- 
OBEDIENCE. You cannot pass dis- 
obedience by without notice. To do so 
is one of the surest methods of cursing 
your child for fhe present and the 
future. In a very real sense, you are 
teaching them what their heavenly 
Father thinks of disobedience. 


GIVE SUITABLE PUNISHMENT 
o TO YOUR CHILDREN WHEN 
THEY DISOBEY. It’s not likely that you 
will be favored with children so truthful 
and obedient as never to need punish- 
ment. Therefore, it’s important that you 
have the right idea on tne subject of 
punishment. 


| YOU MUST NEVER SET 
o THINGS THAT ARE EARTHLY 
AND TEMPORARY ABOVE THINGS 
THAT ARE HEAVENLY AND 
ETERNAL. If you do, you can’t com- 
plain if your children grow up to prefer 
the world and its charms, to following 
Christ in a life of holiness and self- 
denial. Don’t ever allow things that 
produce the impression on your 
children’s minds that making money or 
pleasing ungodly people or winning 
the praise of men or gratifying them- 
selves or anything else of the kind is, or 
can ever be, of greater value than 
pleasing God. 


DON’T FOOL YOURSELF INTO 
o BELIEVING THAT IF YOUR 
CHILDREN ARE LEFT TO THEM- 
SELVES, THEY WILL NATURALLY 
DEVELOP INTO THE GODLY, 
HOLY, SELF-SACRIFICING 
CHARACTERS YOU DESIRE — and 
then be disappointed if they turn out to 
be little devils, or grow up to be very 
much like big ones. 

If children don’t actually bring evil 
natures into the world with them, they 
certainly acquire selfish and naughty 
hearts very soon after their arrival here. 
You need to recognize that fact, and to 
face it with courage and faith, not only 
for their sakes, buf for your own. 
Remember the terrible condemnation 
which God pronounced against Eli, the 
High Priest, in this matter — He said, “| 
am about fo judge this house forever 
for the iniquity which he knew, be- 
cause his sons brought a curse on 
themselves and he did not rebuke 
them.” (1 Samuel 3:13) 


DIOIN@IRSESS? Cle nA 

o CHILDREN WHO POSSESS 
ANY BACKBONE OF RESOLUTION 
AND ENERGY WILL BE LIKELY TO 
SUBMIT THEIR WILLS, FIRST TO 
THEIR PARENTS AND THEN TO 
GOD, WITHOUT A GREAT DEAL 
OF PATIENT AND PERSEVERING 
EFFORT ON YOUR PART. There will 
be exceptions fo this rule. Samuel 
seems to have been of strong 
character, yet he didn’t apparently 
oppose God's purpose; Josiah was 


Continued on page 10 
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by Rev. Ron & Bonnie Hiller 


wo young girls came forward 

to receive the Baptism with the 

Holy Spirit. A sixth-grade gir] 
came forward to pray with them. She laid 
her hand on the two younger girls and 
asked God to touch them. The girls 
would have collapsed under the power of 
the Spirit, if she hadn’t been holding on 
to them. The mother of one of the girls 
told us later that her daughter had cried 
all the way to her cabin. Her mother had 
been concerned and asked if she’d been 


| hurt. Her daughter answered, “No, I’m 


not hurt. The Holy Spirit got me!” She 
had been crying for joy. 


This is an example of children in 
ministry. For the past twelve years, the 


| Lord has given us the opportunity to 


travel throughout the western states, 


| Canada and overseas not only to 


minister to children, but to receive 


| ministry from them. 


We first discovered the value of 


| children’s ministry in our own home. 


When our daughter, Renee, was three 
years old she came up to me and asked 
me to help her pray to ask Jesus into her 
heart. As the years have progressed, 
we've seen a steady and continual 
growth and depth in her relationship with 
Jesus. When she was eight-years-old she 
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received the Baptism with the Holy 
Spirit. 

She has led several of her friends to 
the Lord in school. We remember when 
she came home from her second-grade 
class at school to tell us that two of her 
friends had been fighting. She broke up 
the fight and had the two girls pray with 
her. One of the girls asked Jesus into her 
heart. 


Now Renee is in High School. Each 
evening she has her own devotional time, 
reading her Bible and recording her 


thoughts in her spiritual diary. In a recent | 


trip to the Philippines, she was able to 
minister with us and was a great 
inspiration to youth and adults alike. 


Our son, Matthew, now in Junior 
High, asked Jesus into his heart when he 
was five. He and Renee were sitting at 
the kitchen table, while Mom was doing 
dishes at the sink. She overheard an 
exciting conversation. “Are you sure 
Jesus is in your heart?”, Renee asked 
Matt. “No,” he replied. “Then why don’t 
we pray right now and you'll know for 
sure.” They both bowed their heads and 
Matt gave his heart to the Lord. He 
received the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
at about age nine and also led several of 
his friends to Jesus. He thinks it’s really 
exciting to pray for other children to 
receive the Holy Spirit and hear them 
praising the Lord in their heavenly 
language. He now works regularly with 
us in Our puppet programs. 


e don’t want to leave the 
impression that we have 


| “super-spiritual” children. Our two 
| teenagers are normal. They act just like 


teenagers! But they recognize that Jesus) 
is the ultimate source of direction in their| 
lives. Even though they become dis- 


appointed and even frustrated at their 
parents now and then, their desire is to 
serve Jesus. 


While conducting a series of meetings 
in one church, we spoke about the need 
for repentance and receiving Jesus as 
personal Lord and Savior. We taught 
through puppet plays and multi-media | 
that you can’t just “go to church” to | 
become a Christian. A three-year-old ~ 
boy, an elder’s son, came to the ) 
meetings. After one evening meeting, as | 
his father was putting him to bed the boy 
said, “I need to have Jesus in my heart.” 
He asked his father to pray with him. 
The next morning the elder shared with 
us that he realized their church was 
greatly lacking in salvation teaching. The 
need to accept Jesus wasn’t taught until 
the Junior High level. The knowledge 
that a three year old could grasp this 
message changed the entire program of 
the Sunday school. 


In a camp last summer, most of the 
children in the services had previously 
received the Baptism with the Holy 
Spirit. We spoke briefly on ministering in’ 
the Spirit and felt the Lord wanted to usé 
the children in a prophetic way. As 
happens many times in adult services, 
there was a long period of silence. Two 
or three children spoke words of 
2ncouragement. Then, a fifth-grade boy 
said, “Someone here needs Jesus.” We 
felt in this instance that a child had 
walked away from the Lord. After the 
meeting one of the girls came up and 
said, “I was the one the Lord was 
speaking to, but I was afraid to raise my 


and.” This eleven-year-old girl then 
»rayed with us for a release of bad 
-eelings toward her parents. The next 
morning she told us that as she walked 
sack to her cabin, her prayer language 
was released and she felt the presence of 
Jesus. Her whole burden had been lifted. 


Our pastor related to us that during a 
»junday school hour in the two-year-old 
‘lass, one of the young children fell and 
iurt himself. Before the teacher of the 
‘class could reach him, several of the 
other two-year-olds had gathered around 
‘o pray for their classmate! We need to 
reach children where their power comes 
‘rom. Children can learn more than Bible 
stories — they can be equipped to 
‘ninister to each other. This should be 
done in the home on a regular basis and 
einforced in the church during Sunday 
school, children’s church, etc. During 
worship at our home church, a five year 
ald boy ministered with his violin. 
‘Accompanied by the piano, he played a 
yorship chorus which led into corporate 
worship with the whole Body. The music 
minister recognized the value of children 
'n corporate worship. 


These examples may be the exception 
vather than the rule, but they don’t have 
+o be. “Kids will be kids,” but God is 
Sod. Children are not just the church of 
somorrow. They are a part of the church 
of today and the church leaders 

/ omorrow. 


_ We first began working with children 
3 years ago. We began using puppets 
‘iesigned and made by Bonnie’s mother. 
!These unique characters grew as the 
oministry grew, making it a “family 

| peration.” Five years ago we went into 
‘he ministry on a full-time basis. 


S ix years ago we were driving an old 
van and began to believe the Lord 
vor a new vehicle. While praying together 
}as a family, a brilliant idea struck us: 
Why not give our van to a mission 
drganization after we received our new 
vehicle? The Lord had a better idea for 
‘de impressed upon us to give the van 
‘away BEFORE we received new 
‘ransportation. We gave the van away to 
an organization that had been praying for 
one for two years. 


Now surely we would receive our new 
vehicle. But no, the Lord had more 
“essons in store. Since we had an 
’ngagement coming up, we had to 
>orrow a truck to haul our equipment. 
inter rains leaked into the canopy; the 
‘cids had to sit on make-shift seats in the 
yack. During that time, to make matters 
More critical, we received an invitation to 
minister in Alberta, Canada. Oh, how we 
needed our new vehicle! 


“Children 

can be 
participators 
in, not simply 
hearers of, the 
Gospel.” 


(it had been three months!), Renee and 
Matt faithfully prayed each night, “Thank 
you, Lord, for the new van.” By this time 

| we had learned an important truth: It 
doesn’t matter what we have to travel in, 

| it’s just a privilege to serve the Lord! By 

| the next Saturday, we were going to 
have to inform the church in Alberta 
whether or not we would be able to 
come. Saturday arrived and so did a 
couple who had a gift for us. Three years 
from retirement, they felt the Lord 
wanted them to cash out their retirement 
account and give us a check for $10,000. 


| While Mom and Dad’s faith was fading 


We ran to the nearest RV dealer with 
money in hand, only to find we didn’t 


have enough to pay cash for a vehicle. 
Four days later some other friends 
invited us to their home. They took us to 
their garage where a 27-foot motorhome 
was parked. They said, “The Lord is 
telling us to give this to you, but there’s 


| only one problem. We still owe $10,000 


on it. If you can pay that off, it’s yours.” 
That motorhome served us faithfully for 
several years. God knows what we need 
and when we need it! Above all, I will 
never forget the simplicity of faith which 
our children had in their prayers. 


In our years of working with children 
we've found that they can learn Kingdom 
principles at an early age. We are 


| teaching the children, through puppets 


and multi-media, the same principles that 
are being taught in adult services and the 
children are receiving the heart-changing 
message. 


In the midst of giving the children the 
basics, they are also capable of digesting 
the meat of the Word. They can grow, 
not only in knowledge, but in the 
practice of Kingdom principles. By their 
teen years they will already be 
participators in, not simply hearers of, 
the Gospel. 


=) 


Ron & Bonnie Hiller 
make their home in 
Salem, OR and are 
under license as 
Children’s Evangelists 
in the Northwest 
District. They have 
ministered extensively 
throughout the 
western United States, 
Canada and the 
Philippines. 
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BUILDING THE GENERATIONS 

Continued from page 5 

structure, but here again, we think mostly 
along institutional lines. Notice how family 
oriented and life related the qualifications 
for Elders and Deacons are in I Timothy 
3:2-7. The list is impressive (scarey), but in 
actuality, those qualifications sum up a 
definition of the Church itself. It is far more 
than a nice guy who goes off to his “office” 
and returns again to an unrelated home! 
The essence of eldership is the spiritual 
fragrance of a daily life, a godly “normal” 
man. 


Apparently the Early Church did not 
perceive the church in exactly the same 
way we do with our programs, sectari- 
anism and physical buildings. Titus 2:3-5 
makes it plain that women were trained 
along personal, marriage and family lines. 
The home was not only the center of their 
life, it was also the heart of their ministry. 
The older women were to train 


(sophronizo, restore, steady by guidance, 
control) the younger women “to love their 
husbands” (the marriage relation, com- 
panionship, friendship within marriage); 
“to love their children” (the mother role); 
“to be selfcontrolled” (rational, sensible, 
objective — personal maturity); “to be 
pure” (simplicity of godly living); “to be 
busy at home” (more than mere 
mechanics, making the home a center of 
ministry and life); “to be kind” (doer of 
good deeds, bringing up children, showing 
hospitality, humble service, helping those 
in trouble and devoted to helping); and “to 
be subject to their husbands,” reflecting 
the nature of the Church (Eph. 5:22-23). 


The Church And The Home 
As A “Knot Of Energy” 


Scientists are now seeking a formula for 
the unification of all the powers in nature. 
Somehow all the natural forces like 
gravity, magnetism and electricity 


interrelate. One writer said we must now 
think of all particles as part of a “knot of 
energy.” Well, the church and the home 
are certainly a knot of energy, and neither 
can be defined without the other. Our 
practical problem today is how to clarify, 
balance and unify them. When Jesus said 
“The Sabbath is made for man,” He meant 
that people come first, not programs. We 
should be willing to smite hip and thigh 
anything that does not promote and 
strengthen marriage and family life. We 
must not lose a single one of our children 
to the world. Once we know that God is 
out to build generations, then we can 
confirm this as a central church priority. 
As Malachi 2:15 says, “He desires godly 
offspring.” 


This appeal fits Foursquare. We are a 
family of people who long to be brothers 
and sisters within our own fellowship, 
within the wider family of God and...in 
our homes. cy 


TRAINING YOUR CHILDREN 
Continued from page 7 


another, Timothy another. | have 
known some myself. Be that as it may, if 
you want all your children for the King, 
whether their natures are pliable or 
unyielding, you must expect to take 
trouble for their salvation, and let 
nothing keep you from persevering. 


DON’T EXPECT YOUR 
o CHILDREN TO BE SO NAIVE 
THAT THEY WON’T SEE BENEATH 
THE CLOAK OF A FALSE CHRISTI- 
ANITY, ESPECIALLY IF THEY FIND 
IT IN THEIR OWN HOME. And don‘t 
think that after they discover its un- 
reality, they won't despise it. Don’t be 
surprised if when they see such hy- 
pocrisy, they make it an excuse for 
neglecting, if not positively disbeliev- 
ing, in Christ altogether. 


DON’T EXPECT YOUR 
o CHILDREN TO BE ANY 
BETTER IN CHARACTER AND 
CONDUCT THAN THE EXAMPLE 
SET BEFORE THEM — BY YOU, BY 
THEIR OWN FRIENDS, OR BY 
THOSE THEY SPEND TIME WITH. If 
you allow them to associate with half- 
hearted church goers, with worldly 
pharisees, or backsliders, then don‘t be 
surprised if they are cursed by those 
examples, and driven from God and 
true Christianity. Children are likely to 
suffer more harm by staying one day in 
the house of some make-believe 
follower of Christ than they would 
spending a month in a tavern, where 
they’d be on their guard because they 
knew the devil reigned there. 


DON’T CONTAMINATE THE 

o LOVE OF BEAUTY, WHICH 

EXISTS IN THE HEARTS OF ALL 

CHILDREN, THROUGH THE DE- 

STRUCTIVE VICE OF VANITY. You 
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will do this if you give them a taste for 
expensive clothes, fancy hair styles, 
and wearing all kinds of other adorn- 
ments. And if you fill them with the 
childish conceit that they have prettier 
faces or figures than others around 
them, don't wonder if they should, in 
later years, be drawn into the world by 
the attractions of its fashions and 
empty show. 


7 D-OIN@ TE ae yA Ova 
o CHILDREN’S MINDS WITH 
THE IDEA OF THEIR SUPPOSED 
SUPERIORITY, MENTAL OR 
OTHERWISE, OVER THEIR 
FRIENDS, SCHOOL MATES, AND 
OTHERS AROUND THEM, and be 
surprised when they go out into life as 
unhappy slaves of an ambition to 
climb above everyone else, which will 
alone be enough to destroy all their 
real peace of mind. 


DON’T ALLOW YOUR BOYS 
o TO THINK THAT THEY’RE 
MORE IMPORTANT OR OF 
GREATER VALUE THAN THEIR 
SISTERS, and then be surprised if they 
grow up to look down on and 
domineer over women generally, and 
to treat their own mother or their wives 
as if they belonged to an inferior race. 
This false idea of superiority, if planted 
ina boy's heart, will in later life produce 
the spirit of real tyranny. 


9) DON’T INSTILL, OR ALLOW 
o ANYBODY ELSE TO INSTILL 
INTO THE HEARTS OF YOUR 
GIRLS THE IDEA THAT MARRIAGE 
IS THE CHIEF END OF LIFE. If you 
do, don’t be surprised if they get 
engaged to the first empty, useless fool 
they come across. 


1 DON’T PAMPER OR SPOIL 

o YOUR CHILDREN, making 
them whiny or complaining, and then 
be surprised if they grow up to be a 


nuisance to themselves and a torment 
to everybody around them unless 
they're allowed to have their own way, 
or continuously waited upon and 
amused. (Proverbs 29:15) 
1 1 DON’T ENCOURAGE SELF- 
o ISHNESS IN YOUR CHILD- 
REN. In their infancy, children are 
ordinarily carried away by the desire for 
self-gratification. Your first business is to 
lead them in the opposite direction, to 
make them forget and deny them- 
selves and delight in serving others. 


1 PARENTS SHOULDN'T DIS- 

o CUSS OR ARGUE ABOUT 
THE CONDUCT OR CHARACTER 
OF THEIR CHILDREN WHILEIN THE 
CHILDREN’S PRESENCE, and then 
be surprised if they take sides with the 
father or mother, depending on whose 
ideas are the most favorable to their 
selfishness. 


iI 3 DON’T MAKE FAVORITES 

o AMONG YOUR CHILDREN, 
and then be surprised that those who 
are not the chosen ones should grow 
up with a sense of injustice festering in 
their hearts, which will very likely make 
them forget all the love you have ever 
given them. 


i 4 DON’T LET YOUR CHILD- 

o REN HAVE THEIR OWN 
WAY OR GIVE THEM WHAT THEY 
WANT MERELY FOR THE SAKE OF 
PEACE, OR ANY OTHER REASON 
WHATEVER, WHEN IT’S OPPOSED 
TO YOUR OWN JUDGMENT OF 
WHAT IS BEST FOR THEM. If you do, 
you can’t be surprised when they 
argue with you, contradict you to your 
face, ridicule your wishes and opinions 
behind your back, or at last (to your 
shame and their undoing) disregard 
you altogether. Never forget that it’s 
written of your Savior Himself, that in His 
childhood “He continued in subjection 
to them” — His parents. (Luke 2:51) [@] 


he Bible doesn’t 

ask you to give of 

what you don’t 
have, but to give what you 
do have. God said to begin 
in Jerusalem, then, while the home and 
family grow, stretch out to the uttermost 
parts of the world, and share what you 
have seen and heard. 


Aimee Semple McPherson hada vision 
that the Gospel would be shared through- 
out the four corners of the world. That 
was when she sent the first group of 
missionaries to Asia. Paul and Luke hada 
similar vision. Luke wrote of it in Acts 
16:10, “After he (Paul) had seen the 
vision, immediately we endeavored to go 
into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called us to preach the 
Gospel unto them.”’ These are 
two cases of someone going to 
a foreign country on the 
strength of a vision. 


"Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to 
observe whatsoever I have 
commanded you: lo, lam with 
you always, even until the end 
of the world. Amen.” 


God has given us the Great Commission, 
commanding us to go into the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. Many people 
have done that very thing. We now have missionaries 
on almost every continent; Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. Even if Jesus had not given us the 
Great Commission, we would go anyway because we 
want others to hear what we have seen and heard. 


LATA ANE 
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by Shelley Ross, High School Freshman from Des Moines, IA. 


Every year, millions of people are coming to know Christ 
because of the missions offerings and prayers that we give to 
missions. The Lord Jesus said that He would build His 
Church. His ability to do so is without question. But, our 

willingness to let Him could be in question. 
We must continually ask, ‘Are we moving 
with Him to build His Church?” (Dr. Roy 
Hicks, Sr., General Supervisor) 


You don’t have to go to a foreign country 
to be a missionary. You can be a big help at 
the places you are at every day (such as 
school, work, or even in your neighborhood 
with your friends). I’m sure all of you have 
had a Jehovah’s Witness knock on your door 
and share what they believe. Well, why do we 
hide our beliefs? I very seldom ever hear 
someone talk about our beliefs. You alone or 
maybe your church could make flyers and 
pass them out in the neighborhood. This is a 

simple example of some- 
thing you can do to save 
at least one life. All we 
have to do is believe 
that Christ is the solid 
Rock and all other is 
sinking sand. 


Christ alone can save 
the world; but Christ 
can’t save the world 
alone. 


(Edited for publi- 


cation. Full text is available upon request. ) 


Shelley is the winner of the Foursquare Great Lakes 
District Summer Camp Missions Essay Contest. Second 
and third place winners were Marcy Johnson from New 


Castle, IN and Brady Shaw of East Moline, IL 


respectively. 


Vea Shelly with her parents, Rev. & Mrs. Harvey 
Ross. 
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4. National evangelists and pastors 
conduct outdoor evangelistic services. 

2. John & Jean Firth, veteran missionaries 
to Colombia. 

3. Christians open their homes for 

churches. 

. Ministry to children is vital. 

. Children of Colombia. 

. Door to door witnessing finds great 

response. 

7. Church growth across Colombia is 
exploding, yet much still needs to be 
done. 

8. Many church buildings are going up as 
triumphant signals of God’s work. 


ou 
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MISsiONsS 


ete Vision Begins 
While World War II raged across the 


European continent, half a world away, 
another assault was beginning. A spiritual 
beachhead was being taken by Foursquare 
missionaries, Paul and Tressie Anderson 
and Claire and Virginia Martin, on the 
spiritual shores of the nation of Colombia. 
It was 1943 and this was the first major 
missionary outreach of the International 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel in this 
major South American country. 


As the truth of the Gospel was pro- 
claimed, persecution immediately resulted. 
While one missionary preached, others 
would stand guard to protect those who 
came to hear the Gospel. Despite the 
circumstances, the Foursquare Church be- 
came stronger. As it did, the persecution 
became more severe. On numerous 
occasions, through legislation, the 
churches were forced to close their doors. 
During those early years of struggle, several 
church members gave their lives. 

However, the persecution could not stop 
the preaching of the Gospel. As 
persecution and opposition mounted, the 
missionaries divided the congregations into 
small Bible study groups in homes. Many of 
these early believers were nurtured into 
becoming the strong, national leaders of the 
church today. 


On page 15 of the January/February 1986 issue of the 
ADVANCE, Foursquare Missions International reported 
amiss on the Foursquare work in Cali, Colombia. The 
correction: Cali has one established church and 3 branch 
churches, while the district in which Cali is located has 
groun from no churches eleven years ago to 25 organized 


churches and almost 200 other congregations 


The Vision Today 


Over the past 33 years the growin 
number of harvesters in the Foursqua 
army has continued to march forwam 
under the inspiring leadership of missiow 
aries, John and Jean Firth. Today, the Firt 
report that the vision still burns brightly # 
see Colombia totally engulfed by th 
Gospel. "We are in 21 of the 26 capity 
cities,’’ reports John. He continues, ‘% 
cities, like 
Barranquilla, 
we now have 24 
churches with 
approximately 
[57 O OOP bie= 
lievers in attend- 
ance. In Santa 
Marta, which is 
not a very large 
city, we have 10 
churches. In 
Cartagena, we 
have 7 church- 
es. Our vision 
has been to 
establish a foot- 
hold in every key capital city and then fi 
the entire region with the Gospel.” 


The Vision Enlarged 


Often overlooked by mission grou 


the professional and ruling classé 
previously had been virtually unreachab 
with the Gospel. But now, God has pré 
vided an opportunity to reach these class 


way of invitation from a Catholic priest 
no requested that Jean conduct seminars 
garding the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. John 
plains, ‘Following our early meetings we 
varted holding service in a high-class 
‘burb called ‘La Castellena.’ From there 
» just grew from 8 people the first year to 
ser 160 the second year, doubling the 
sird year, and have been doubling every 
ar since then.”’ 


As with the ministry among the working 
‘iss, the plan for the professionals does 
ht vary. First, capital cities are targeted 
)d small prayer groups are raised up. 
en, a church is established from which 
evangelism 
begins to 
flood the area. 
The current 
vision is for 
20,000 pro- 
fessionals to 
be won to 
Christ within 
the next few 
years and to 
establish con- 
gregations in 
lS ama oO © 
cities across 
Colombia. 


In addition to the poor and professional 
asses, Colombia is also home to scores of 
‘bes of Indians. Here too, Foursquare’s 
ork is growing. Currently, 14 tribes are 
ing touched by the Foursquare Gospel. 
gain, the plan continues to be the same. 
hn Reports ‘‘Our idea is to reach every 
be until everyone has a chance to hear the 
lospel. By 1990, | think we will have 
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covered every 
major Indian 
tribe. The wonder- 
about this work, 
is that the effort 
Indians is be- 
by the nat- 
Foursquare 


The Vision With Clarity 


The Foursquare Church is considered 
by the statisticians to be the largest 
evangelical work in Colombia. There are 
about 1000 churches and congregations 
spread across the nation. Over 400 national 
pastors are fully supported by the national 
church. In 18 Bible colleges, 1389 students 
are preparing for the ministry. The 
Foursquare Bible School in Barranquilla is 
the largest Bible school in Colombia with 
an enrollment of over 500 students. 


ful thing 

though, 
among the 
ing handled 
ional Colombian 
Church.” 


For Colombia, Isaiah 60:22 has become 
a guiding Word of promise. From small 
beginnings and locations all across 
Colombia hundreds of thousands have 
come to know Jesus Christ. In the words of 
John Firth, “I believe the Foursquare 
Gospel is going to sweep over Colombia. 
We are going to fill the nation with 
Foursquare churches.”’ 

All across the nation of Colombia, 
whether it is among the poor and laboring 
communities, the highly educated and 
wealthy professional class, or the simple 
Indians in the inland area, what began as 
one beachhead has grown intoa mighty war 
effort for the Kingdom of God. This effort 
has been made possible by the continued 
faithful prayers and financial support of 
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thousands who are committed to pray and 


give of themselves and their resources to 
reach the world for Jesus Christ. 


Pray With Vision 


Pray for effective training of national leadership, 
equipping them to direct evangelistic and church 


planting work throughout the next decade 


Pray for nati | leadership di rh : 
ray for national leadership ¢ uring (he current times of 


| 
Plague the nation 


lawlessness that 


Pray for God's protection upon pastors and « vane Lists 


who are often threatened by guerrilla warfare 


Pray for the conversion of 2 00 professionals in the 


y of Bogota alone 


? 
Pray for evangelistic outreach among professtonals in 
the cities of Cartagena, Medellin, Barranguilla 
Ibaque and Cali 


) j ae 
Pray for health and financial support for all who are 


involved in church leadership 


ADVANCE 43 


SS 


SERRE 


SSS RESTOR LAELIA TRAST LTS 


4. The Church in Brazil continues to grow; 
2. Baptismal in the Philippines; 3. Children 
of Benin; 4. Rev. & Mrs. Dale Downs; 5. Rev. 
& Mrs. Lee Schnabel; 6. Rev. & Mrs. George 
Patsaouras; 7. Rev. & Mrs. Don Nicholson; 
8. Rev. Mitchell Belobaba. 


Brazil — 
South 
AN America 


Explosive Growth Despite Witchcraft 
And Black Magic! 


In a country influenced by witchcraft 
and black magic, Foursquare missionary 
Dale Downs reports that there are now over 
5400 churches and meetings places with 
more than 6800 licensed, credentialed 
ministers throughout the country. In 
addition, there are now 13 Bible institutes 
spread throughout the nation. The voice of 


the Foursquare Gospel ministry is heard on 
over 300 weekly radio and 11 television 
broadcasts. In 1985, Foursquare 
missionaries reported over 200,000 new 
converts in Brazil. Over 40,000 were 
baptized in water and a reported 
60,000 baptized with the Holy 
Spirit. 
Last year, 500 new works 
were targeted, but with God’s 
help over 600 new works were 
established. In June of 1985, 
Downs reports, an English- 
speaking Foursquare 
church was started in 
the city of Sao Paulo 
where there are an 
estimated 40,000 
international, 
professional 


business people. 


wi 


From humble beginnings in 1951, th 
International Church of the Foursquas 
Gospel has grown to be one of the large: 
evangelical works 
in the nation of 


Brazil. 
Guatemala — 
Central 
America 


Persistent, 
Unrelenting Prayer Yields Miracles 


“Persistent, believing prayer has bee 
the most significant point of growth in th 
life of the Guatemalan church,”’ declaré 
Foursquare missionary Lee Schnabel. 

Ona weekly basis, people have gathereé 
to pray all night for the outpouring of th 
Holy Spirit and have witnessed a marke 
increase in church attendance as well 4 
financial release. Because of prayer, durir 
the past year alone, as many workers wet 
sent out in ministry as had bee 
commissioned in the last five years! 

In a Southern Guatemalan Foursquai 
church, following one service, the past 
lay dead as a result of a heart attack. Wit 
simple faith, the members responded wit 
intercessory prayer, interceding for fi\ 
hours. Their faith was rewarded with th 
resurrection of their pastor. 


Athens — 
Greece 
In Spite Of 
Stormy 

LMA Opposition, 
Church Growth Continues 
The Athens Foursquare Church hz 


ed a second Sunday morning service, 
rts missionary Brooks Bryan. Despite 
osition, which occurs with regularity, 
“congregation now exceeds 500. Rev. 
in shares the following accounts as 
ence of God’s gracious work in the 
on of Greece: 


Takis and Urania came to Athens for 
apy, as Urania had experienced severe 
-ession and their oldest daughter, 
‘a, who stuttered, had withdrawn 
jelly. In the summer of 1982, some 
| ds invited Urania to a church where 
| still performed miracles. She heard a 
vs of sermons entitled, ‘You Shall Be 
d, And Your House,’ and believed not 
‘ for her own, but her family’s 
ation. Over the following months, the 
ession lifted from Urania and Maria’s 
‘ering ceased. One by one, the entire 
ly was converted and was baptized in 
doly Spirit. 


Asa result of an evangelistic outreach, a 
‘ch physics professor came to the 
‘chin Athens. There, for the first time, 
acountered the living God and received 
st into his life. Following prayer for 
jong for partial paralysis from the waist 
‘a, he was brought to full mobility.” 


“sv. Bryan reports that there has been 
»endous resistance throughout Greece 
1e work of the Gospel. In spite of the 
“ecution and the continuing legal battles 

the church faces, steady growth has 
‘inued. ‘No matter what the cost, we 
k the Lord for every soul that comes to 
ord here.” 


Mindanao — 
Philippines 
The Zamboan- 


guenos recently 
had a powerful 
witness of the 
Gospel. Don Nicholson, Foursquare 7 
missionary to the Philippines, relates the 
story: 

“High in the Mindanao mountains, the 
dedication of a simple building tri- 
umphantly declares the continual march of 
trightéousness into new, uncharted 
arenas. The breakthrough for the Gospel 
came to these people because of a miracle. 

A demon-possessed woman tried to kill her 
baby and others. She would dream of 
sucking the blood from the babies and 
eating their hearts and livers. Upon 
awakening, her mouth would be filled with 
blood. This mother was miraculously 
delivered by the power of God and her life 
completely changed. Since then, in three 
months’ time, 46 people have been saved 
and baptized, and the church attendance is 
now in excess of 60.” 
8 God continues to build His Kingdom 
in the hearts of men 
through His miracu- 
lous delivering power. 


j 
; "aa Benin — Africa 
| Sandwiched be- 


"tween Togo and 
Nigeria on the African western coast, this 
tiny nation is being impacted by the 
Gospel. A Nigerian Foursquare pastor is 
evangelizing and God is blessing with signs 
and wonders. As believers move toward 
establishing a new work in Contonu, a 
second urban center is beginning to be 
evangelized by the Foursquare Church. 


SPARTA 


FRONTLINE PRAYER —— 
GETTING DOWN ON 


BRAZIL 


® That the spirit of mammon would be broken in the 
face of 


® For the establishment of churches in the 4200 


240% inflation 


municipalities of Brazil. 

® ®@ For 10,000 new pastors by the year 1990. 

@ For 730 new works to be established in 1986 

@ For the equipping and sending of Portuguese speak- 
ing missionaries to other Portuguese 
nations 

@ That a pastor would be raised up for the English 
speaking church in Sao Paulo. 

GUATEMALA 

®@ For further establishment of the strong central 
church as a major sending base in Guatemala 

® For the establishment of a church in the second 
largest City, Quentzaltenango. 


institute over the next two years 

@ The establishment of a conference center for 
conventions, youth camps and pastors’ seminars. 
material to address the diverse, cultural groups 


within Guatemala. 


cessory prayer and foundational worship 
@ That national pastors would be encouraged and 
wan awakened to the significant role 
shaping their nation 
GREECE 
cou © That political opposition would cease and peace 
would rule so that the Gospel could be proclaimed 
@ For unity within the Christian community and 
among the clergy 
- @ For the release of finances to purchase property 
despite the spiraling property crisis 
@ For further establishment of the strong central 
mmm church in Athens 
@ For further establishment of the Bible institutes to 
train church leadership 
womammrr @ For the overturning of the judgment against the 


"Athens Three”’ 


of converting a young man to Jesus and now face 


~ believers who were convicted 


three years in a Greek prison as a result 
BENIN — AFRICA 


@ For favor with government officials 


TOLER ERD 


~ © For victory over Strong Saftantc worship 
@ For an openness of heart and mind to Christ 
LIBERIA — AFRICA 
@ For economic release to enable campgrounds, 
Leadership Bible Center and accompanying 
housing to be completely developed 
_ @ For peace to rule in each leader's home during this 


emotional and physic al 
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time of great spiritual, 
battle 


speaking ere 


®@ For the doubling of the enrollment in the Bible - 


@ For the development of Christian education | 


OUR AKNEES,-LET'S. PRAY!» 


" @ For the awakening to greater need for inter == 


they play in conse 


~ The Single Parent — 


Not Divisible. By T 


by Rev. Mary Phillips 


INGLE? Your ad listed free. Send 
s.a.s.e. to Box 111. 


WANT SINGLE CHRISTIAN 
FRIENDS? The original Christian penpal 
club puts you in touch with Bible-believing 
Christians nationwide and Canada. 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES meet others, 
ages 18-80, who share your values. 


CHRISTIAN DATE CLUB, serving the 
Christian community since 1978. 


DON’T BE LONELY! 


Christian friends nationwide. 


MEET CHRISTIAN SINGLES...Let 
Christian love, dating, marriage change 
your life TODAY! 


And that is not the complete listing of 
personal classifieds in one month’s issue of 
a leading evangelical publication! 


Have new 


The figures around Southern California 
are that 47 to 51 percent of the population 
is in an unmarried state, and that statistic 
is fairly representative of the singles 
population of a random sampling of 
churches with an attendance over 300. 

Clearly, both the advertised need and 


ak de 


the statistics tell church leadership that we 
have an affinity group that nears a majority 
— and we have a group that is reaching 
outside of local church structures for help. 

While this article primarily addresses 
the plight of single parents in our congre- 
gations, without exception, ministry to 
single parents came under the covering of 
single ministries in general. And with good 
reason. While single parents hold ministry 
to their children in high priority, they 
express profound need to have their own 
personhood affirmed. 

Included with other research for this 
article were interviews with the officers of 
a highly organized singles group that is 
part of the ministry of a large Baptist 
church in Central California. Input was 
also given by single parents who attend 
churches that number from a few toa few 
thousand. 


Like the multifaceted group they are, 
their opinions on specifics of ministry 
differed, but there was unanimity in 
several areas: 

(1) Regardless of the size of the church, 
they believed leadership did not under- 
stand how to utilize them as individual 
members who need to be fitted into the 
Body of Christ. 

(2) They were not overly concerned 
with “singles’ ministries.” They spelled out 
some special requirements, but overall the 


setiaah nantes ng 


feeling expressed by one older single 
father was shared, “I came to this churchi 
because I love its total ministry. If 1 ami 
made strong spiritually, then | am 
equipped to deal with my own and my 
family’s special needs.” 

(3) They hold a strong conviction that, 
perhaps more than any other group in the 
church, they need the family of God to 
love and support them. A young divorcee! 
explained, “Our counterparts in the world 
think we’re crazy to hold the values we do. 
They take care of their problems by 
disregarding moral and spiritual 
standards. We need our church family to} 
lovingly ‘understand’ us.’ 

(4) They all expressed the desire that 
good role models be found in the church to 
make up for the missing parent. | 

(5) Numbers of the women were con- 
cerned about the safety of their children in 
light of recent revelations about 
institutions that provide day care, 
recreation, etc. They believe their children: 
will be protected in the programs of the 
church, and they are increasingly depend- 
ing on the church to help them. ; 


Unexpectedly, in the course of our 
discussions I sometimes found myself the 
target of rather pointed questions! 

I'VE BEEN ASKED TO WRITE AN 
ARTICLE ON MINISTERING TO 
SINGLE PARENTS FOR MY DENOMI- 
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! 


NATION’S MAGAZINE. 


That figures! How long have YOU been 
harried? 


OVER THIRTY YEARS. WHY DO 
n(OU ASK? 


It’s curious how much of the Church’s 
soinistry to singles is conceived and adminis- 
ered by non-singles. 


Wis tem leMenOPTING lO) BE 
IBJECTIVE AND GET SOME 
es TO DRAW A PROFILE 


“HAT WILL BE OF GUIDANCE. 
. That figures! 
) IT DOES? 


If you are a single — especially a young, 
‘easonably attractive divorced woman or 
man — you get touchy about people 
treating you as a misfit in the church. If you 
xpress the view that remarriage is not 
‘our ultimate goal in life, people get 
uervous. They worry that you may be a 
szminist or have undefined sexual prefer- 
nces or be a home-wrecker. They begin 
‘0 view you as a potential problem rather 
‘han a possible blessing! 


WELL, OCCASIONALLY THOSE 
"HINGS ARE TRUE. 


Well, occasionally they are true of 
jarried people also! 


ROW CHE WHERE DO Y OU 
»UGGEST WE START? 

To effectively minister to single parents, 
| 1ou'll have to understand more than the 
| tatistics. There is no such thing as a 
pnonolithic profile of a single parent. You 
have the young divorced or widowed 
woman with her family still at home. 
Iccasionally, custody of children is 
‘jsranted to a younger man. There is the 
sider divorced person whose children are 
aised but whose main support group still 
3 his or her family. Usually, the widowed 
yersons are older — but not always. 


Like the rest of the church, single 
»arents come from every conceivable 
ocial, educational, financial and spiritual 
»ackground. 


LET’S START WITH THE BAD NEW 
, IRST. WHAT DO YOU FIND LEAST 
MMELPFUL IN MINISTRY TO SINGLE 
*’ARENTS? LET’S MAKE A LIST. 

We hope you are prepared for a long 
‘ne! This is what we’ve agreed upon: 

4 Over-structured singles programs. 
Ve don’t want all of our church life to be 
onnected with “the group.” Quite often it 
sould be more helpful to be with other 
varents. We want to be free to pick and 
hoose what Sunday School classes we go 
2, what service commitments we make. 


2 There needs to be a balance in the 
ministry. Sometimes it is too works- 
oriented. All the activities revolve around 
visiting rest homes, etc. Other times, it is 
too introspective, and becomes little more 
than group therapy sessions. Even fellow- 
ship has its limits. 

Coping with our singleness is not our 
primary concern. With other believers, 
we're concerned about our growth in 
Christ and our home life. We want help in 
establishing a Godly environment in which 
to raise our children. We need to develop 
our inner lives. And we always need help in 
practical matters such as financial 
management. 


3 Singleness does not make us different! 
Divorce and death are tragic enough. It is 
heart-breaking when one senses that the 
Body of Christ is unwilling to step in to heal 
that loss. My relationship with Jesus is the 
basis of our fellowship — not my marital 
status. 


4 We don't want every male-female 
friendship to be viewed with romantic 
overtones. We need time to heal. We need 
to be able to pursue platonic relationships 
without pressure to dive back into what 
some perceive as the matrimonial 
mainstream. 


But no matter what the lack may be in 
support ministries to single parents, they 
are greatly appreciated when they are 
offered with sensitive love. We know the 
family of God cares and is trying to help us 
pick up the pieces. 


THAT’S IT? YOUR COMPLAINTS 
SOUND VALID TO ME! NOW FOR THE 
FINAL QUESTION — IF YOU WERE 
ADVISING A MINISTRY TO SINGLE 
PARENTS WHAT WOULD YOU 
SUGGEST? 


Above all, help us care for our children. 
We trust them with our church family. As 
single parents, we see our children 
deprived of a normal family. Because 
many of us have to work outside of the 
home full-time, we know they miss extra 
tender loving care. We know occasionally 
they may feel neglected. Often they are 


confronted by strong pressures from an 
unsaved parent. Child abuse is a fact we 
cannot ignore. 

The help can come in a thousand ways 
— from the loving touch of somebody 
else’s daddy to Christian Education in all of 
its forms. We especially appreciate the 
Sunday Schools which require a husband 
and wife to teach the elementary grades; 
the youth leaders who are available for 
counseling during the adolescent years; 
the pastors who open their hearts and 
their doors; the families who invite our kids 
on outings. All of these help fill the gaps in 
our children’s lives. 


Loneliness is the bugaboo of many 
Christian singles — but it is especially true 
of single parents. Baby-sitting is an added 
complication to their social lives. This is 
when it’s great to have the help of a 
structured singles’ group. Friday night and 
Sunday afternoon seem to be the loneliest 
times. In our ideal ministry, we would 
make certain there was always fellowship 
of some sort available at those times. 


A social program is very important, but 
should not be demanding. Some activities 
need to be shared because of mutual 
experience. And in a lifestyle that can 
seem pretty grim, HAVING FUN is a 
coveted experience! 


ISS: IMeAVEIENE JS Wiehe SNE 
QUESTION. HOW SHOULD THE 
GHWRCHEE RAY EOlk= SIN GEE 
PARENTS? 


That we would have physical, emotional 
and spiritual strength. That we would be 
divinely protected. And that — God willing 
— our churches will be flooded with an 
abundance of people who care! [a] 


Mary Phillips serves | 
as Director of} 
Women’s Ministries at |” 
Cathedral of the 
Valley (Foursquare) in 
Escondido, CA where 
her husband, 
Coleman, is Pastor. 
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People 
Touching 
People 


by Dr. Sidney Westbrook, 
Supervisor 


South Central District, International 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel 


ouston, TX is the sixth largest 
by city in the United States. Yet, 
before 1979, there was not one 
Foursquare Gospel church ministering 
to Houston's three million people. Witha 
firm conviction that churches are 
planted through prayer, the leaders of 
the South Central District began to 
fervently pray for the Lord of Harvest to 
send laborers into this harvest field. In 
solemn concern over great cities such 
as Houston, New Orleans and Santa Fe, 
a ‘Prayer of the Planter’ vision was 
born. A commitment to “go forth 
weeping and ‘come again bringing in 
the sheaves’ (Psalms 126:6) was first 
revealed in the hearts of local pastors 
and then, became part of district 
conventions; summer camps and local 
churches. 


Dr. & Mrs. Sidney 
Westbrook have 
served as Supervisors 
of the South Central 
District since October, 
1974. 


Photo by Bill Blown 


PEQPE RISA YING 
MALT CO eat 


L ooking back now causes great 
rejoicing. In 1979, the Lord of 
Harvest sent Rev. Dorthy Hall and her 
family to Houston. The very next year, 
Bethel Temple of Houston voted unani- 
mously to become a Foursquare 
church. The following year, Rev. & Mrs. 
Tony Krishack opened Victory 
Christian Center Foursquare Church 
andin 1982, Rev.& Mrs. Mike Stephens 
opened Living Word Foursquare 
Church. Presently, Rev. & Mrs. Mark 
Fitzsimmons are opening a new work in 
Katy, TX. To date, six new works are 
ministering in the greater Houston area. 
This is only one of many examples of 
church growth experienced in the 
South Central District through inter- 
cessory prayer. 


The ministers and churches of the 
South Central District are fully con- 
vinced that the words of Christ “Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of Harvest that He 
would send forth laborers into His 
harvest’ are directed through the 
scriptures to believers today. In 1985, 
twenty churches were planted in the 
South Central District. Each church was 
a direct result of fervent intercessory 
prayer. There are entire segments of the 
population of the South Central United 
States dominated by spiritual darkness 
and who need the full-gospel message 
In these, new and effective ministries 
are being established. Most of all, the 
laborers who are being led into minis 


South Central District Profile 
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tering to these areas need to have oth¢ 
interceding with them for a great a} 
lasting harvest. | 


PEOPLE TEACHING 
Be Cpe 


4 tis our firm conviction that eve 
new church is to sustain spiritu 
life which in turn will produce lastii 
fruit. Each new church is born with 
commission to teach. The teachi: 
ministry is the maturing and sustaini 
factor in Christ's Kingdom, yet, is 
diverse as the many cultures found 
the five “South Central” states. The He 
Spirit is. showing dedicated ministeé 
new and unique methods of maki 
disciples. 


The mid-American natural beauty 
ARKANSAS produces a continui! 
dedication to hard work and clo 
family ties. The churches there ha 
well-attended Sunday Schools, rallis 
camp-outs, and the pastors often sha 
each others’ pulpits. This year, t 
Crabtree, AR church sponsored a né 
church in Botkinburg, AR. T} 
churches in the Little Rock area a 
continuing to extend ministry a! 
strength into Southwest Little Rock 
teaching ministry is shared church 
church and life to life. Rev. & Mrs. J 
Gortney superintend the state, a1 
divisional leaders such as Virgil and] 
Lemings, Carolyn and Gary Miln 
continue to establish the state in um 
and fellowship. 


IN LOUISIANA, a strong new day 


evangelism and progress is rising. T! 


_ 
— 
— 
= 

= 
= 

— 
= 
= 
= 


te is growing rapidly and marked by 
‘verse and distinct cultures. With this 
‘owth, the Foursquare churches are 
70 committed to abiding fruit. A new 
-urch in central Louisiana pastored by 
‘tand Suzie Hobba is purchasing land 
d preparing to build. Pastor and Mrs. 
>. Weaver have labored faithfully in 
aisiana for years as Superintendents. 
hough the number of churches in 
s state is small, each church is 
wing. 


N NEW MEXICO, the cultures of 
»ople reflect great variety. The western 
‘luence, a lovely Spanish culture and 

2 large Indian population challenge 

> churches to flexibility. This past 

ar, the Albuquerque Chelwood 
| 1urch, under the leadership of Pastor 

d Mrs. Phil Hyde, mothered a new 
“urch in Rio Rancho. Pastor and Mrs. 
iin Snyder are seeing growth and 
Ybility in the lovely capital city of 
pnta Fe. Pastor and Mrs. David Huskey 
»: establishing a strong church in 

os, NM. Our Capitan, NM church, 
‘stored by Rev. & Mrs. Harold Perry, 

9thered a daughter church in 
“SSmogordo. There are new prayer 

Sups in Roswell and Clovis. Our new 

agregation in Farmington is reaching 

9 a multicultural community. Pastor 
fd Mrs. Leroy Montoya are learning 

at strong commitment to the 

riptures is able to bring people from 
iny backgrounds into harmony anda 

Ving Christian community of 

lievers 


A great number of the South Central 
strict's churches are in OKLAHCMA 
d TEXAS. Both states have tre 
sndous geographic variety and there- 
€ many distinct cultures of people 


TAR SRR 
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Cattle run in the Trinity Riverbed under 
Dallas skyline. 

Oklahoma’s metropolitan areas are 
exploding with some of the fastest 
population growth in the United States. 
Cities like Tulsa and Oklahoma City 
challenge ministers to be keenly aware 
of the renewal of the Spirit. Teaching 
ministry in these cities must be tuned to 


the ongoing touch of prophetic voice to 
the Church. 


Oklahoma is also filled with a great 
agrarian population. In these farming 
and ranching communities the church 
is often the center of spiritual and social 
ife. The pastor leads his flock in a very 
personal way. Systematic teaching of 
the Word is a strong factor in establish- 
ng local churches. In 1985, new 
churches were planted in Durant, 
Lawton, Norman and Wetumka, OK. In 
Durant, Rev. & Mrs. Ken Bates have 
brought a lovely congregation into the 
Foursquare family and haye purchased 
property. The Lawton church is 
pioneered by Rev. & Mrs. Jim Walker. In 
Norman, Rev. & Mrs. Jim Shiflett have a 
growing congregation and in Wetumka, 
Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Lepp brought an 


a 


Above Left: Pastor Paul Williams, A 


marillo, TX (Southwest);Above Right: Pastor Paul 


~ We need to have others 


interceding 


STI 


established congregation with strong 
ministry to their community into the 
Foursquare movement. 


Texas is a combination of heavily 
populated metropolitan areas, small 
towns and country communities. The 
state of Texas has seen twelve new 
churches birthed in the last 15 months. 
There are four new churches in the 
Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex. Pastor and 
Mrs. Robert Flores have a fine congre- 
gation in North Dallas. Pastor and Mrs. 
Paul Hilker are laboring in Carrollton. A 
new work is forming in Seven Points 
and the Dallas church has added a 
strong Latin American church as their 
“sister church.” 


The Latin American Churches 
throughout the state of Texas are strong 
and have excellent ministry. Churches 
are growing rapidly in Amarillo and 
Nacogdoches pastored by Rev. & Mrs. 
Paul Williams, and Rev. & Mrs. Ed Ruiz. 
A thriving congregation has purchased 
property in Beaumont, TX. There is a 
new church in Kerrville where Pastor 
and Mrs. Chuck Boyle are enjoying a 
beautiful new parsonage. Pastor and 
Mrs. John Blake have excellent property 
and lovely people in Overton which 
adjoins Tyler, TX. 


Because dedicated workers are com- 
mitted to become “all things to all men,” 
the work continues to grow in number 
and variety. It is a basic commitment 
among our churches that the basis of 
our unity is sound doctrine taught by 
example. The commitment to live out 
the Scriptures is a major reason that 
almost every new church is experienc- 
ing stability and steady growth. 


“= 


Hilker, Carrollton, TX; Below: Overton, TX Foursquare Church. 
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Proclaiming 
Deliverance, 


Establishing 


Righteousness 


PERE TELE NGS 
a) Sma 


he churches of the South Central 

Region are experiencing a call to 
find special ways to meet needs. Plant- 
ing new churches is the growing edge 
of Foursquare ministry. Joined in- 
separably to church planting is the 
ongoing development of personal 
involvement with personal needs. 


To describe specialized ministry in 
our churches would be a journalistic 
challenge. Food banks to feed the 
hungry are often part of the local 
church's ministry. This ministry is 
especially effective in large cities. Also, 
exceptional food ministries are being 
developed in Donna, TX, Gainesville, 
TX and other smaller communities. 
Prison or jail ministry is another which 
has been effectively undertaken by our 
E] Paso First, TX, Capitan, NM and 
Midwest City, OK churches. Pastors 
Harold Shiflett and Nathan Bickerstaff 
are experiencing strong street and 
prison ministry in Brownfield and 
Waxahachie, TX. Churches in Abilene, 
TX, Brownfield, TX, Dallas, TX, 
Okmulgee, OK, Vinita, OK, Taos, NM 
and Victoria, TX have developed 
Christian schools. 


(Ast Latin). 
Right: Pastor Ed Ruiz and family, 
Nacogdoches, IX. 


One of the most encouraging areas of 
special ministry is camping. The South 
Central District owns and operates an 
8l-acre campground at Abilene, TX. A 
full summer of camping ministers to the 
Foursquare Church as well as four other 
evangelical denominations. During the 
Spring and Fall, the camp is occupied 
by ladies’ conferences, men’s retreats, 
couples’ counselling and teaching 
groups, college activities, children’s 
camp-outs and ministers’ seminars. 
Again, the commitment is to a practical 
and abiding care for people in all life's 
needs. 


PEOPLE SHARING 
Cine 


tthe very center of South Central 
District ministry is the life of our 


Lord Jesus Christ. This life flow is 


strengthened as pastors and ministers 


South Central District Profile 


: Ss Sele ee ee au 
Groundbreaking Service at Duncanville, TX 
Foursquare Church. 
share their experiences and insights. In 
several geographic areas, ministers 
share regular prayer fellowship. These 
are sometimes weekly prayer break- 
fasts or centrally located prayer meet- 
ings. Our District also sponsors many 
regional conferences usually con- 
ducted Friday evening and Saturday. In 
recent months, four such conferences 
have been conducted. Practical teach- 
ing is part of the purpose, but the greater 
purpose is leadership sharing life. 
These times are proving to be some of 
the most effective events on our 
calendar. 


A fresh new unity among leadership 
is reflected in the churches. Our 
Divisional Superintendents are J.T 
Gortney, A.P. Weaver, Jesse Martinez, 
Steve Smart, Don Jackson, Phil Demetro, 
Alvin Clark, Paul McEachern, Dan 
Hicks, Floyd Bailey, Sr. and Charles 
Moran. Rev. Jerrell Walls lends great 
strength of leadership in the District as 
Administrative Assistant and Youth 
Director 


The South Central 
experiencing a new vision and 
response to home missions, local 
church life and world-wide Foursquare 
missions. The churches have experienc- 
ed a 138.4% increase in missionary 
giving in the 10 Similar 
increases have been experienced in 
church attendance, tithe and property 
acquisition. The vision for 1986 is 
PROCLAIM DELIVER ANGE, 
ESTABLISH RIGHTEOUSNESS. This 
“ommitment to extend the Kingdom of 
our Lord is at work in a new way in the 
Foursquare Churches of the South 
Central United States 
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Easter District 


Ohio/ Pennsyivania/ Maryland 
June 


eFamily Camp 
ecy Camp 
eCadet Camp 

e High J” Camp 


Northeast Family Camp 


i | 
Great Lakes District 


July 13- 
July 20- 
July 27- 


48, 1986 
25, 1986 
Aua. 14,1986 


Aug. 4-8. \986 


Wy 


eCadet Camps (See local divisions fo 


and sites.) 
eSr. High Camp 
eJr. High Camp 


Western District 


eJunior | Camp 
eJunior Il Camp 
eJunior High | Camp 
eJunior High \| Camp 
eSports Camp 
eSenior High | Camp 
eSenior High Il Camp 
eCouples Camp 


Foursquare Gospel Church of Canada 
British Columbia 

eBoys and Girls Camp August 18-23, 1986 
eYouth Camp August 24-29, 1986 
Saskatchewan Camp July 21-26, 1986 


“a 


r dates 


Aug. 4-9, 1986 


Aug. 11 


-16, 1986 


June 21-27, {986 
June 28-July 4.1986 


July 12 


Aug.29- 


-18, 1986 


15, 1986 
Sept 41,1986 


99-July 4.1986 | 


South Central District 


Camps at Whispering 
Oaks Campground 


tee Sawa * 
Midwest District 


Missouri Camps 
eSenior High Camp 
eJunior High Camp 
eCadet Camp 

Colorado Camp 
eCadet Camp 
eSenior High Camp 
eJunior High Camp 


Children’s Camps 
eGrades 5 & 6 
eGrades 3 & 4 

Youth Camps 
eGrades 11 12) 

College 
eGrades 9 6 10 
eGrades 7 & 8 


june 7-28 1986 


june 8-14, 1986 | 
june 16-21, 19867 f 
june 23-28, 1986 f 


July 28-Aug. 2.1986 |) 
Aug. 3-9. 1986 ) 
Aug. 11-16, 1986 


Southern California District 


June 23-28, 1986 
June 28-July 2.1986 | 


August 25-29, 1986 


e 


Southwest District 


eCadet Camp 
e Junior High Camp 
eHigh School Camp 


Southeast District 


Family Camps at 
Camp Courtney 


Northwest District 


eJunior Camp = 
eJunior Camp #2. 
eJunior Camp sa) 


eJunior High Camp “hl 
Junior High Camp ud 
eSenior High Camp yan 
eSenior High Camp sy 
eSenior High Camp ZS 


eCollege Retreat 


July 6-12, 1986 
July 13-19, 1986 
July 90-26, 1986 


June 28- 
July 25, 1986 


July 7-12, 1986 

July 14-19, 1986 
July 21-26, 1986 
July 28-Aug. 2.1986 | 


Aug. 11-16, 1986 
Aug, 18-23, 1986 
Aug. 25-30, 1986 


Aug 30-Sept.2,1986 
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Grand Prize For 
Montrose, Colorado 


“TWO NIGHTS BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS” was the title of 
the Christmas musical presented 
by the children of the Montrose, 
CO Foursquare Church. The 
musical was about all the toys in 
a toy shop that bring the 
“dreaming”’ janitor to the 
understanding of the real 


biel (= ot , a = od ; ‘ 
= > oT I pa 


Oi hts) ot Dee 


meaning of Christmas. 

It was also the theme of a 
float which the church entered 
in the city of Montrose 
Christmas parade. The teen 
group of the church did all the 
decorating of the float and the 
children, all dressed as various 
toys, sang the entire route of the 
parade. The Christmas tree was 
lit with multicolored lights and 
the sound system was so 
effective that the music could be 


Taiwanese 
Foursquare 
Church 
Chartered 

Recently, it was the privilege 
of Dr. Paul E. Jones, Supervisor 
of the Southern California 
22 ADVANCE 


District, to present a Church 
Charter to the MONTEREY 
PARK, CA TAIWANESE 
FOURSQUARE CHURCH, 
pastored by Reu & Mrs. Ken C. 
Hong. This is the first Taiwanese 
Foursquare church to be 
chartered in North America. 


heard loud and clear for blocks 
away. 

Not only was it fun and 
exciting for both, children and 
adults, but the float won the 
Grand Prize for commercial 
entry in the parade. 


David Just Appointed 
To Veteran’s Board 


California Governor George 
Deukmejian recently announced 
the appointment of DAVID 
JUST to the California Veterans 
Board. 

David is a graduate of L.I.F.E. 
Bible College and has pastored 
the Riverside Mission 
Community Foursquare Church 
since 1978. He served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps 1962-69. 

The California Veterans 
Board has oversight of the 
Department of Veteran Affairs 
including the State’s three 
billion dollar plus Home and 
Farm Loan Program. 

Rev. Just serves as Chairman 
of the Board’s Rules Committee 
and is a member of the 
Legislative Committee. 

Congratulations on your 


DAVID JUST 


appointment, David, and our 
prayers are with you as you 
serve in such a strategic role in 
service to a very special segment 
of our society, those who have 
given their life and time for the 
protection of our freedom. 


New Members 
Appointed To 
ADVANCE Editorial 


Committee 

Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, 
President of the International 
Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel and Editor-in-Chief of 
the Foursquare World 
ADVANCE recently announced 
the appointments of REV. 
JUANITA SMITH and REV. 
ENRIQUE ZONE to the 


magazine’s Editorial Committee. 

Rev. Smith serves with her 
husband, Marvin, as pastors of 
the West Adams Foursquare 
Church in Los Angeles, CA. 
Rev. Zone is Senior Pastor of 
Beverly Boulevard Foursquare 
Church in Montebello, CA. He 
is also Founder and President of 
Facultad de Teologia de la Iglesia 
Cuadrangular. 

Due to his moving out of the 
Los Angeles area to pioneer the 
Foursquare Church in Aptos, 
CA, Dr. Daniel Brown will no 


\\ ie 


JUANITA SMITH 


EN 
ENRIQUE ZONE 


longer be able to serve on the 
committee. 

To Dr. Brown, we express our — 
deep appreciation for his faithful 
and effective participation, and 
to Rev. Smith and Rev. Zone, 
we extend our welcome. 


Foursquare Pastors | 
Serve On Staff of | 


“Amsterdam ’86” 


PASTORS CLIFF AND . 
MARI HANES of our Bend, 
Oregon Foursquare Church will | 
have the honor of serving on 
Billy Graham’s personal staff | 
team for the upcoming 
‘Amsterdam ’86” Consultation. - 


: & a 
CLIFF & MARI HANE 
“Amsterdam ’86” is an 
international convention for 
native evangelists sponsored by _ 
the Billy Graham Association. 
Between 8-10 thousand native 
pastors and evangelists will 
gather in Holland from July 12 
through July 21 for intensive 
prayer, training and strategic 
planning. Those gathering at 


‘Amsterdam ’86” contribute 
sreatly to the cause of Christ in 
~heir homelands, and among 
“hose in attendance will be 
Foursquare representatives from 
jeveral nations. 
Cliff will serve as an assistant 

o Ed Plowman, Director of the 
Amsterdam meetings, while 
’Mari will serve as Features 
“Editor, coordinating news 
-eleases for the Dutch media. 
rr. Graham does not define an 


MISS JENNIE LEE ACUFF 


Following a lengthy bout with 
‘cancer, Jennie died on April 8, 
‘1986. Born in Stinesville, 
ndiana, she found Christ at the 
szarly age of eleven. Upon 
eraduation from High School, 
_ennie moved to Los Angeles to 
tite radio scripts for a local 
-adio/missionary ministry. 

In 1961 she enrolled in 
_.I.F.E. Bible College as a 
sophomore, graduating in 1964. 
uring her senior year she 
worked in the Inglewood 


i 
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REV. LORAN ASH 


“Today is the greatest day 
e’ve ever seen!” was the type 
of enthusiasm one could always 
expect from Loran P. Ash. Born 

of humble beginnings in West 
‘Virginia on June 3, 1904, the 
life of Rev. Ash was full of faith 
and a God-given “twinkle” in 
his eyes. 

He and Kathryn Roberts were 
married on March 31, 1926 and 
were deeply devoted to their 
*two children, Charles and 
‘Patricia. 


evangelist simply as one who 
travels to a new area each week, 
but also as one who goes to an 
area to establish a church and 
stays until that church is stable,” 
comments Mr. Plowman. 
“Because of the strong church 
Cliff established in Olympia, 
Washington and the strong 
work that is happening in his 
present pastorate in Bend, we 
feel he is a good representative 
of the New Testament definition 
of an evangelist.’”” Mari Hanes 
was chosen because of the books 
she has authored and her 
experience as editor of VIRTUE 
Women’s Magazine. 


Rev. G Mrs. Hanes were in 
the 1975 graduating class of 
L.I.F.E. Bible College. 


In Memory... 


Recently, three very special 
people who in the past have 
served the Foursquare Family in 
very unique capacities have went 
to be with the Lord. We 
treasure their memory and share 
their lives. 


MR. GEORGE CORSELLO 


George was born in 1912, one 
of seven brothers and one sister. 
He was raised in an orphanage 
and as a teenager, came to 


John Bowers 
Honored 


Recently, due to moving from 
the Rosemead, CA School 
District, REV. JOHN 
BOWERS, Assistant to the 
General Supervisor of 
Foursquare Churches, retired 
after nearly seven years of 
service in public education. 
During the last two years of his 
service, John was President of 
the Rosemead, CA School 
District Board of Trustees. 

At a special banquet in his 
honor, John was presented with 
many commendations for 
dedicated leadership in public 
education. Among those 
honoring him with a plaque or 
gift presentation were the 


California. He found Christ 
soon after his arrival in Los 
Angeles at Christian Assembly 
Foursquare Church. 

From a humble beginning in 
employment, he rose to be the 
President of Yellow Cab 
Company in Los Angeles, and 
also became Vice President of 
one of the largest banks in the 
United States. Following 
retirement, he served as a 
consultant in the transportation 
industry. 

In spite of his heavy work 


Rosemead P.T.A. Council, the 
Rosemead School Adminis- 
trators Association, the 
Rosemead City Council, the 
Rosemead School District 
Classified Employees, the 
Rosemead School District Board 
of Trustees, the 60th Assembly 
District of the State of 
California, and the Board of 
Education of Los Angeles 
County. 

John and Betty have 
purchased a new condominium 
home and now reside in 
Monrovia, CA. They continue 
to serve the International 
Church in ministry at head- 
quarters where they have 
enjoyed nearly twenty years of 
service. 


schedule, George gave the Lord 
priority in his life. He served for 
many years on the Board of 
Directors of the International 
Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel. He also led a weekly 
Bible study at Christian 
Assembly as well as one in his 
home. 

His sudden departure was on 
April 6, 1986 and will be 
remembered by his three sons 
with their family, and by many 
friends, brothers and sisters in 


Christ. 


Foursquare Church and the 
Highland Park Foursquare 
Church. After graduation, she 
spent one year teaching 
E.T.T.A. Courses in the 
Southern California District. 

In 1967 Jennie attended 
Multnomah School of the Bible 
taking a graduate course in 
Journalism. This was invaluable 
preparation for her future, as for 
six years, Jennie served our , 
denomination as the Editor of 
the Foursquare World 
ADVANCE. She also taught 
Journalism at L.I.F.E. Bible 


College and served in the 
Department of Foursquare 
Missions International. Her 
most recent ministry was in the 
Sycamore Park Foursquare 
Church where she was Assisting 
Minister, Minister of Educa- 
tional Ministries and Music. 

At her memorial service, 
Jennie was described as one who 
was full of the spirit of joy and 
an intense sense of commitment 
to Jesus and duty to all who 
were touched by her. To us who 
knew her, no truer words could 
have ever been spoken. 


Following graduation from 
L.I.F.E. Bible College in 1944, 
Loran and Kathryn remained in 
the Southern California area 
where they served in pastoral 
ministry in Coalinga, Monterey 
Park, Lancaster, and Perris. God 
then called them to the 
Montebello, CA Foursquare 
Church where they faithfully 
ministered for over 26 years, 
until their retirement. It was 
during nine years of this time 
that they served as dorm parents 
for the women’s dormitory at 


L.I.F.E. Bible College until their 
retirement. 

In 1984, they moved to the 
San Diego area where Loran 
passed away on March 21, 
1986. Sister Ash will still live in 
that community. 

Though the ‘'P”’ in Loran’s 
name stood for ‘‘Paul,”’ yet to all 
of us who knew him, it simply 
meant ‘‘Pop.’’ His love and 
positive outlook on life are a 
part of hundreds who are 
preaching the Foursquare 
Gospel around the globe. 


it’s still ithe: a 
simple things | 
jaf in life that : 
{mean the most | 

to us. | 


The gift of hospitality is one we've 
all enjoyed. Both in the giving and 
the receiving it brings deep satis- 
faction. 


For 37 years, as a Foursquare 
family, we have provided a 
comfortable home for our 

furloughing missionaries. 
Located across the street 
from a lovely lake and park, 
and within walking distance 
to Angeles Temple, each beauti- 
fully appointed apartment 
provides a place to relax and 
/be refreshed. 


# There is no better gift you can 
(4) give than to welcome home a weary 
® servant of God in this very practical 
way. Your financial support enables 
there to always be a warm welcome 
ready. It’s a simple way to say how 
much you really care. Show your love’ | 
| for those who serve overseas by giving | 
generously. 


Mark your gift, “Missionary Furlough — L 
Home” and place it in the offering at — 
your local church or send it to 
Foursquare Missions International. 


MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
—4..Los Angeles, California 90086. 
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